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Quick N ews
M arch
FCPS TO CONDUCT SCHOOL QUALITY AND PERCEPTIONS SURVEY
Frederick County Public Schools will be conducting its first School Quality and Perceptions Survey from
March 8-29. Students, parents and school-based staff will be asked to complete the brief survey so the
school division can better understand what?s working well and where improvements can be made. The
survey questions will address educational quality, family involvement, student support, safety and
behavior, school leadership, and other critical topics. When the survey launches, school-based staff will
receive a personal invitation and a link to the survey. The link will be sent to their FCPS e-mail account.
The school division has partnered with independent research and communications firm K12 Insight to
administer the survey and compile the results. K12 Insight?s involvement ensures the confidentiality of
all responses and provides objective data on which to act. No one in FCPS will know who participated in
the survey unless they choose to identify themself in open-ended comments. K12 Insight?s final
reports will share only overall findings and themes, not individual comments or responses. No one in
the school district will know who participated or be able to connect individuals to their answers. The
final survey results will be made available to staff and the public. An Employee Engagement Survey,
that is different than the School Quality and Perceptions Survey and will include all FCPS employees, is
planned early in the 2016-17 school year. Learn more...

SCHOOL CALENDAR
The Frederick County School Board adopted the 2016-17 school calendar during its meeting Tuesday
night. The first day of school is scheduled for August 17, 2016. Convocation will be held on
August 10, 2016. May 31, 2017, is Sherando High School?s graduation date. James Wood High School
will hold its graduation ceremony on June 2, 2017, and Millbrook High School will hold its
commencement on June 3, 2017. The last day of school in the 2016-17 school year will depend on the
number of days missed due to inclement weather. June 2, 2017, is scheduled as the 180th day of
school. The make-up days built into the calendar include June 5-9 as well as June 12 and 13. If days are
missed during the year due to inclement weather, the time will be made-up on the scheduled make-up
days. Learn more...
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SAVE THE DATE - YOUR VOICE M ATTERS FREDERICK COUNTY BUDGET
PUBLIC HEARING M ARCH 23
At 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 23 at the Frederick County Administration Building (107 N. Kent Street), the
Frederick County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on the FY 17 budget. Sharing your
experiences makes a difference to decision makers. As an FCPS employee, as a parent, as a former student,
or as a citizen, you have an opportunity on March 23 to express your thoughts about county funding for
schools and government services.
The School Board has been actively involved in the communication of the school division?s needs to
members of the Frederick County Board of Supervisors. Your participation in that effort is welcomed as well.
E-mails and phone calls are valuable, but the public expression of your opinions is more visible and can be
more impactful.
The Board of Supervisors has decided to advertise an eight cent real estate tax increase which will result in
the school division receiving an additional $4 million in funding from the county. Dr. Sovine has requested
an increase of $11.3 million. At the advertised funding level, only the division?s obligations for debt service,
opening the new Frederick County Middle School, retirement rate increases, and a portion of the health
insurance increases can be funded with little else to apply toward instruction or operations. In other words,
there would not be enough funding available to provide a salary increase, hire needed staff or expand
technology to additional grade levels.
Please take the time to review the division?s budget website, engage your colleagues in conversation about
the school division?s budget, and save the March 23 public hearing date in case you decide to share your
experiences with the Board of Supervisors. Learn more...

PEACHJAR IS UP AND RUNNING
On March 1, Frederick County Public Schools began using Peachjar to distribute district-approved e-flyers to
the parents/ guardians of student as well as faculty and staff. The e-flyers distributed to parents/ guardians
will be delivered via e-mail and can be viewed by clicking on the Peachjar button that appears on each
individual school?s homepage. E-flyers that are distributed to staff will be delivered via e-mail and can
viewed by clicking on the Peachjar staff button that has been posted under Quick Links on the left of each
school?s homepage. Employees need to be logged in to Edline for the Peachjar staff link to be visible. No
action is required to receive e-flyers via Peachjar. You will receive a welcome e-mail from Peachjar that
includes a username and password. This is provided to give you the opportunity to manage your account and
flyer delivery preferences. You do not need to login to receive or view e-flyers. To ensure smooth delivery
of this communication, we suggest you add ?school@peachjar.com? to your e-mail contacts. When you
receive your first e-flyer, be sure to click ?always display images." This system will be used exclusively for
the distribution of district-approved flyers and flyers originating at individual schools. Your e-mail address
will not be shared or used for any other purpose. Watch here...
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION
NEW FCPS AND SCHOOL W EBSITES

FCPS W ELCOM ES SAFETY
COM PLIANCE SUPERVISOR

Work has begun behind-the-scenes to cleanup and
migrate information from the existing FCPS Web
page and individual school Web pages in
anticipation of new websites being launched on
July 1. The transition plan includes the creation of
an FCPS intranet site which will only be accessible to
FCPS employees and will include information and/ or
forms that are only of interest to school division
staff. The FCPS Internet site will include information
of interest to the school division?s external
stakeholders, including students, parents and
members of the community. Additional details will
be shared as the project continues to progress.

Frederick County Public Schools has hired
Paul Rudolph to serve as the school division?s
Safety Compliance Supervisor. The position was
created thanks to the Facilities Services Department
reallocating an available full-time equivalent
position to address an area of growing need.
Rudolph possesses a tremendous amount of safety,
security, and risk management expertise and
experience. His previous positions include:
Director of Safety/ Emergency Management for
Valley Health, Physical Security Specialist with
FEMA, and Safety/ Security Specialist/ Risk Manager
with Washington County Public Schools in
Hagerstown, Maryland. In his new role, Rudolph will
work in cooperation with internal and external
resources in the enhancement and implementation
of safety and security programs, assists with the
implementation and maintenance of crisis
management plans, and work with regulatory bodies
to ensure compliance with all pertinent directives
and guidelines.

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES UPDATE
Work is continuing on the transition to Tyler
Technologies software that will be used for the
management of student, financial and employee
information. The first phase of data transfer to the
new system is complete and the verification of data
is being completed. The information that has been
transferred thus far includes district and school
information. The data has already been loaded into
test, training and live databases. Planning is
underway regarding staff training and a training
schedule will be released in the near future.
Registration for training will occur through
PDExpress. Meanwhile, various meetings are being
held to discuss the compatibility of the school
division?s current printed forms with the new
system.

GOOD LUCK LADY PIONEERS
Good luck to the Millbrook
High School Girls?Basketball
Team who plays Woodrow
Wilson tomorrow at 2 p.m.
in the Group 4A State
Quarterfinals at the Constant
Center in Norfolk.
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NEW S TO SHARE
Sharing the many positive things happening in Frederick County Public Schools helps to build support
for the school division and public education. Here?s some news to share.

St at e Champions Crowned

Yout h Vol unt eer of t he Year

Several Frederick County Public Schools?
student-athletes recently won state
championships. Congratulations to the following:

James Wood High School senior Alexis Schneider
was recently named the 2016 Youth Volunteer of
the Year by the United Way of Northern
Shenandoah Valley. The award recognized
Schneider as an outstanding high school student
who has demonstrated a strong commitment to
helping others and is a role model to her peers.

-

Millbrook High School senior Tyler
Cox-Philyaw who won state titles in both
the 1,600 and 3,200 meter races at the
Group 4A state indoor track and field meet.

-

Sherando High School senior
Trevor Whiteside who won the state
championship in the 1,000 meters at the
Group 4A state indoor track and field meet.

-

Sherando High School junior John Borst
who won his second consecutive Group 4A
state wrestling championship.

-

Ist at ion Nat ional Winner
Sovine Named t o Bright Fut ures USA
Board of Direct ors

Apple Pie Ridge and Bass-Hoover Elementary
School Instructional Resource Teacher Criss
Livingston has been named the winner of the
national Istation ?Data? Classroom Contest.
Livingston was selected as the winner of the
contest based on how she is using Istation data to
motivate students and improve outcomes.

Schools Superintendent David Sovine has been
elected to serve on the Bright Futures USA Board
of Directors. Dr. Sovine?s two-year term on the
Bright Futures USA Board begins on July 1.

EAP IS HERE TO HELP
The FCPS-provided Employee Assistance Program can provide access to the support you need. Whether
seeking guidance for a family problem, resources for assistance with a financial or legal concern, tips on
work issues or options for dependent care ? they are there to help. For more information or assistance,
visit anthemEAP.com or call 1-800-346-5484.
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BRIGHT FUTURES FOOD DRIVE
AND COM M UNITY FAIR

EAT AND SUPPORT
EDUCATION
Each Tuesday in March
from 5 p.m.-9 p.m.,
El Centro Classic
Mexican Food and Drink
will donate 20 percent
of the proceeds from all food sales to the Frederick
County Educational Foundation. In addition, they?re
offering a Tuesday Teacher Special each Tuesday
throughout the school year. El Centro is just one of
many businesses in the region that offer discounts
to Frederick County Public Schools employees.
All of the discounts can be reviewed on the FCPS
website . Visit here...

Bright Futures-Frederick County is holding a Food
Drive and Community Fair on Saturday, March 19
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Bright Futures
Distribution Center located at 178 Indian Hollow
Road (the former Frederick County Public Schools
Transportation Facility). Admission to the event is
free with the donation of non-perishable,
child-friendly food items (no glass containers) to
benefit the Bright Futures-Frederick County Food
Pack program which provides food each Friday to
about 300 students whose families have difficulty
providing food to their children on weekends. The
event will feature a variety of children?s activities
including a moonbounce, face painting, crafts and
games. There will also be vendor displays and
refreshments for sale. For more information,
contact Bright Futures-Frederick County
Coordinator Nancy Mango at 540-667-2490 or
mangon@fcpsk12.net.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPM ENT
OPPORTUNITIES
FCPS offers a variety of professional development
opportunities for staff throughout the year.
Details are available online at PDExpress.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
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